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South African citizens require a visa to enter the Schengen territory, ie. Austria, Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Switzerland and Sweden. 
 

 If you intend to visit only one Schengen country, you must apply at the Embassy or 
Consulate of that country. 

 If you intend to visit several Schengen countries, you must apply for a visa at the Embassy or 
Consulate that is your main destination / longest stay. 

 If you intend to visit several countries but do not have a main destination, you should apply 
for a visa at the Embassy or Consulate of the country of your first point of entry. 

 
TYPES OF VISAS: 

 Short stay visa: A “Schengen” visa, one or multiple entries, allowing the holder to stay in the 
Schengen Territory up to 90 days per 6 months. 

 Long stay visa: Visas for visits exceeding 90 days are National visas, and are issued by 
member states in accordance with national legislation. 

 Airport transit visas: Required by the nationals of certain countries. (Not for R.S.A citizens). 

 Group visas: Please check with the consular authorities of the countries you wish to visit if 
they issue group visas as well as for the modalities. 

 
CRUISE PASSENGERS 
When a vessel docks in a Port of a Schengen State, it is counted as ONE day by the Authorities. 
Please check carefully as this will inform you of which Schengen Consulate to apply at for a visa. 
All tourist cruise passengers require a C-type Multiple Entry Short Stay visa. Without a multiple 
entry, they will not be allowed to board the vessel. 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
Before applying please make sure, you fulfil all the following requirements.  
PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL APPLICANTS ARE TO APPLY IN PERSON AS ONLY BIOMETRIC VISAS ARE 
ISSUED AND FINGERPRINTS WILL BE SCANNED INTO THE SYSTEM. SEE THE PRESS RELEASE 
ATTACHED FOR EXCEPTIONS. 
 

1) Clearly & completely filled in and signed Common Schengen Application Form 
2) Valid passport as well as all the copies of your previous visas, valid for at least 3 months prior 

to your departure is required. Please ensure that the passport has 2 blank pages.  
3) One photo is to be attached; the photo must have a passport format, full-face capture and a 

light background. The photo must be recently taken. 
4) The travel medical insurance policy is to be secured, covering any medical emergency with 

hospital care and travel back to one’s native country due to medical motives. Visa code 
Article 15.3 stipulates “The insurance shall be valid throughout the territory of the Member 
States and cover the entire period of the persons intended stay or transit. The minimum 
cover shall be EUR 30 000. All Travel Insurance submitted is to consist of one page and will 
explicitly mention its compliance with the Schengen regulations. This new regulation will be 
imposed by all Schengen member states.  All major insurance companies have been 
contacted and have drafted a one page Schengen Travel Insurance. In the event that your 



insurance company is not aware of this new regulation, please advise them to contact the 
Consulate/Embassy direct . 

5) For minors, additional documents are requested such as: 
- The minor’s unabridged birth certificate 
- Certified copies of ID/passport of both parents 
-The application form signed by both parents 
-If the child is travelling alone: certified parental consent by both parents 
-If the child travels with only one parent, the other parent must produce the certified 
consent. If only one parent has guardianship of the minor, the relevant court documents 
must be presented.  

NOTE: PASSPORTS FOR MINORS: Please be advised that Denmark does not recognize the new South 
African passport which is issued to minors below the age of 16 and bears the phrase, `too young to 
sign`, instead of a signature. If the passport bears the phrase, `too young to sign`, instead of the 
holders signature, the validity of the visa will be limited to ALL SCHENGEN COUNTRIES EXCEPT 
DENMARK.  
 
Apart from the abovementioned documents when applying for a Schengen visa, depending on the 
type of visa, there are several additional documents that need to be attached: 
 
A. Tourism/Business/Study 

1. Round trip reservation and detailed itinerary including dates and flight numbers specifying 
the dates of entry and exit from the Schengen area. 

2. Proof of sufficient means of subsistence during the intended stay (original current account 
statements for the past 3 months, unless all the expenses are covered by the employer or 
the host, or in the case where the applicant is participating in a specific event) 

3. Proof of accommodation for the whole duration of the intended stay. Confirmed hotel 
reservation on the Hotel’s letterhead, as well as proof of sufficient funds to pay for it, is 
compulsory. In the case accommodation costs are covered by another entity, this needs to 
be clearly stated in the invitation letter. 
a) If applicant is staying with a relative or friend, an invitation letter mentioning this fact is 
requested. Format for this letter, as standard practice, should be as per Annex 15 of the Visa 
Code. In any case the letter must clearly identify the host and the invitee (name, address, 
birthdate, official identification number, occupation and permanent residence); the purpose 
of the visit; length of stay and accommodation status (where will the invitee stay and who 
pays for it). 
b) In case of a pre-paid tour, details of the tour with a proof of payment to the tour operator 
should be provided. 

4. Proof of employment: a letter from company stating monthly wages, continuing 
employment after period of leave and duration of holiday etc 
a) In the case of self-employment a certification from SA Companies and Intellectual 
Property Commission or SA Revenue Service is required. 
b) In the case of students: Letter from school/college/university in South Africa certifying the 
student status of the applicant. 

5. In the case of Non-South African nationals: A copy of the applicant's South African residence 
permit or temporary residence permit. The temporary residence permit must exceed the 
planned stay in the territory of the Schengen states with at least three months. In the case 
where the applicant may not be returning to South Africa but go either to their country of 
origin or another third county, a reasonable proof of their intention is needed e.g. work 
contract in the new destination, or proof of enrolment in university/school or a rental 
agreement. 

 



B. Attending specific events: such as conferences, workshops, short term studies and research, 
official meetings, cultural and sports events, exhibitions, fairs, training, etc. 
 

1. An invitation from the host or a company in a Schengen state is needed. The invitation 
should include clear identification of both the entity issuing it and the invited applicant; 
nature, duration and venue of the event; applicant’s role in the event and the link between 
the host and the invited applicant. 
a) For participation in conferences: a proof of registration and payment. 
b) For official visits, a note verbale from the Department of International Relations and 
Cooperation or any other relevant South African Ministerial Department is required.   

2. In case the expenses are covered by the host and/or by the employer this needs to be clearly 
established in the invitation letter or note verbale as appropriated. 

 
C.  In case of transit through Schengen countries 
 

1. If traveling via the Schengen area to a third country but staying in the airport international 
transit area, the visa of the final country of destination must be shown to the authorities. 

2. Whenever the traveler needs to transit outside the international transit area (e.g. to go from 
one airport to another), a short stay visa has to be obtained prior to the travel. For this 
purpose, the visa of the final country of destination must be obtained before applying for 
the Schengen short stay visa. 

 
 
The following categories are exempt from visa fees: 
A. Spouses of EU/EEA (EEA = Norway, Iceland & Lichtenstein) citizens and their children under 21 do 
not pay the administrative fees for the processing of visas. Copies of spouses EU/EEA passport, full 
marriage/ full birth certificates etc. must be submitted with the application as proof of relationship 
with EU/EEA spouse/parent. 
Spouses of EU citizens & their children under 21 must be travelling together with/or joining the EU 
citizen. 
B. Children under 6 years 
C. School pupils, students, post graduate students and accompanying teachers who undertake trips 
for the purpose of study or educational training. 
D. Researchers from certain countries travelling within the community for the purpose of carrying 
out specific research. 
E. Diplomatic passport holders. 
F. Students under 18 years who participate in sport competitions or cultural events. 
G. An applicant who is invited by the UN or EU. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS FOR 
PROCESSING OF VISAS: 
• All types of visas (excluding national long stay Visa Type D) - 80 Euros. 
• National Long stay visas type D, contact the issuing authority. 
• Group visas - contact the issuing authority  
Please contact the relevant Embassy or Consular authority to confirm cost in Rands. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 

1. Visa applications will be rejected if the visa fee is not paid or if the application forms are not 
fully completed and signed and are not accompanied by the required documents. 



2. The possession of a visa is only one of the prerequisites for entry into the territory of the 
Schengen state. Should the Schengen State’s border authority refuse entry, no claim to 
reimbursement of the visa can be submitted. 

3. The Schengen State’s Consular offices reserve the right to request further documentation 
should it be deemed necessary. 

4. For organized groups, arrangements should be made well in advance with relevant issuing 
authority. 

5. There is no guarantee that a visa will be issued and no rights can be derived from the 
information obtained in the general Schengen visa requirements. 

6. Visa processing fees are not reimbursable by most Schengen countries if a visa is rejected. 
7. Failing to comply with the relevant provisions of Schengen Borders Code could result in 

refusal of entry. The border/immigration authorities at your arrival in the Schengen area 
may also request the presentation of sufficient funds, a letter of invitation, hotel reservation 
and proof of medical insurance, failure to present the above may result in refusal of entry. 
Should the Schengen border authorities refuse entry, no claim for reimbursement of the visa 
cost can be submitted.  
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